
 

August 15, 2020 

Dear Tumwater School District families, 

I hope your week has been great as we have enjoyed some amazing weather!  

At the district, we have been diligently working on the details of what the remote/online 
re-start of school will look like next month. We know you are anxiously awaiting the 
details of schedules and other important particulars. These are currently being worked 
on with our associations and our state and local health agencies. Once they are 
finalized, we will share them with you as quickly as possible. 

In the meantime, we have included some information that may be helpful: 

1. Chromebooks and Connectivity:   

 Chromebooks:  Each K-12 Tumwater School District and TVA student will be able 
to check out a Chromebook from the district. Checkouts will be handled similarly to 
how it was done in the spring. If you are new to our district, checkouts will be 
coordinated through and take place at your school. Please watch for news from 
your schools for dates/times. 

 Connectivity:  We are currently working on options to support families without 
access to the internet to include wi-fi hot spots and community resources.  If you 
are in need of options for internet connectivity, please email 
tsd.info.covid19@tumwater.k12.wa.us and provide your address, name, student(s) 
name(s) and school(s). This will help as we determine the specific need for your 
family.  

 Free Internet for the 2020-21 School Year for families that qualify for Free/Reduced 
lunches and have the infrastructure in place:  OSPI released information yesterday 
that they have been granted funds to provide internet access to the homes of 
60,000 families who have the infrastructure in place and qualify for free/reduced 
priced meals. The details on how to access this resource will be coming from OSPI 
and we will communicate those to families as soon possible. If you feel you are 
eligible and haven’t already applied, you can access applications and translated 
applications on this link. 

2. Reopening Plan Approved by School Board:  At Thursday’s School Board 
meeting, the Board approved the Reopening Plan that will be submitted to OSPI 
next week. It is a lengthy document with a lot of information, with much more to 
come in the next few  weeks. We will be providing a parent/user-friendly multi-
page brochure to our staff and families as soon as possible. If you would like to 
see the Board approved plan, you can click here for the full document. 
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3. Childcare Options:  We know that childcare is a major consideration for many of 
our staff and student families. The Boys & Girls Club, Y-Care, and the Child Care 
Action Council have been meeting with us to find ways to partner with and 
support our families in these very unusual times. While they are still fine-tuning 
their plans, we do know that the B&G Club announced they will be open 9-hour 
days (hours to be announced at a later date), Y-Care will be available on some of 
our campuses, and CCAC is available to provide referrals to licensed childcare 
locations in our district. Stay tuned for more information. 

4. Free/Reduced Meals: Our Food Services staff members have prepared a plan 
for providing meals to free/reduced families during remote learning. This past 
spring we were provided a waiver from the USDA to be able to serve any family 
regardless of F/R qualification, and we have not heard that is being extended into 
the 2020-21 school year at this time. Families that don’t qualify for F/R meals will 
still be able to add money into student accounts and pick up meals if they choose 
to. Plans include 5-day meal kits for students participating in remote learning to 
be picked up any day of the school week. Food safety and cooking instructions 
will be made available for any food item that is not self-stable and ready to eat. 

Again, thank you so much for your patience and understanding as we work through all 
of the moving pieces of this plan. Staff members are anxious to see your students, 
excited to start the 2020-21 school year, and hopeful that conditions will improve so that 
we can meet in-person soon!  

I hope you are staying safe and healthy and finding some fun things to do this summer. 

Take good care, 

Laurie Wiedenmeyer, Communications Director 

 


